
With Hurricane Beryl making landfall in Texas and becoming the first major hurricane of this
season, now is the time for Floridians to be extra vigilant and prepared for approaching storms.
 
As the former Director of Florida's Division of Emergency Management, I witnessed the
devastating effects of hurricanes firsthand. What helps prevent these hurricanes from turning into
catastrophic events is our ability to prepare in advance of landfall. That's why I encourage
Floridians to assemble their disaster supply kit, which should include:

Business owners should also be appropriately prepared for hurricane season. This includes
identifying your risk and developing a plan. Also, consider how you would manage your business
if access to the workplace is limited by road closures or communication is limited. The safety of
your employees should remain top of mind when there is an approaching storm.
 
Pets are family members too, and they should be incorporated into your family's disaster
preparedness plan. If you evacuate your home, DO NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS OR
ANIMALS BEHIND.

http://engagement.mail8.housecommunications.gov/f/a/6o1vnIyVrxcup6pymHI3mw~~/AAS2ygA~/RgRoc8cGP0RHaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmxvcmlkYWRpc2FzdGVyLm9yZy9wbGFucHJlcGFyZS9odXJyaWNhbmUtc3VwcGx5LWNoZWNrbGlzdC9XA3NwY0IKZo4JQpFmUhl_A1ITZ2F0b3JtZ210QGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAC9A~~
http://engagement.mail8.housecommunications.gov/f/a/wiRfyCu5MJOzLgDLyGwjZw~~/AAS2ygA~/RgRoc8cGP0RBaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmxvcmlkYWRpc2FzdGVyLm9yZy9idXNpbmVzcy9wbGFubmluZy1mb3ItYnVzaW5lc3Nlcy9XA3NwY0IKZo4JQpFmUhl_A1ITZ2F0b3JtZ210QGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAC9A~~
http://engagement.mail8.housecommunications.gov/f/a/TM_4bNHM34PLHVdjtbdopg~~/AAS2ygA~/RgRoc8cGP0QxaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmxvcmlkYWRpc2FzdGVyLm9yZy9wbGFucHJlcGFyZS9wZXRzL1cDc3BjQgpmjglCkWZSGX8DUhNnYXRvcm1nbXRAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAL0


When a hurricane watch is issued, it means that hurricane conditions are possible within the
watch area. The hurricane watch is issued 48 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of
tropical storm-force winds. This watch should trigger your family's disaster plan, and proactive
measures should be initiated, especially those actions that require extra time.
 
When a hurricane warning is issued, it means tropical storm-force winds are anticipated to
hit your area within 36 hours. Once this warning has been issued, your family should be taking
proactive actions and deciding the safest location to be during the storm.

KNOW YOUR ZONE, KNOW YOUR HOME - Every year, it's important for residents to
know if they live in an evacuation zone, a low-lying, flood-prone area, a mobile home, or an
unsafe structure during hurricane season. These areas and buildings are most likely to be
evacuated, and knowing these zones helps Floridians prepare to evacuate and better
understand orders from local officials. You can find your evacuation zone here (note that this is
continuously updated).

 

Also, remember to stay updated with current information. Storm tracks can change, so please
listen to your local Emergency Management Directors and the Florida Division of Emergency
Management for the most up-to-date information about evacuations.

 

This year, it is also very important for residents to know their homes. If an evacuation order is
not issued for your area and your house is not in a flood zone, you may consider sheltering in
place. If you shelter in place, knowing your home and its ability to withstand strong winds and
heavy rain is important.

http://engagement.mail8.housecommunications.gov/f/a/GBRhbF7LvNJrz8lnA9WHSg~~/AAS2ygA~/RgRoc8cGP0RtaHR0cHM6Ly9mbG9yaWRhZGlzYXN0ZXIubWFwcy5hcmNnaXMuY29tL2FwcHMvaW5zdGFudC9sb29rdXAvaW5kZXguaHRtbD9hcHBpZD1hYTE4YTJkODczN2M0ZDY2YmI2NDM0YTA5ZTE3MjAzYVcDc3BjQgpmjglCkWZSGX8DUhNnYXRvcm1nbXRAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAL0


 

Even if you have weathered storms before, it is always best to follow the advice of official
sources. The FEMA mobile app allows you to receive real-time weather alerts, locate emergency
shelters in your area, and more.
 
I advise my fellow Floridians to leave nothing to chance this hurricane season. Preparation is
essential to keeping our communities safe, and I urge everyone to take proper precautions this
year.

http://engagement.mail8.housecommunications.gov/f/a/wAzBma-0Dgxhe_qUZSV9eA~~/AAS2ygA~/RgRoc8cGP0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmVtYS5nb3YvYWJvdXQvbmV3cy1tdWx0aW1lZGlhL21vYmlsZS1wcm9kdWN0c1cDc3BjQgpmjglCkWZSGX8DUhNnYXRvcm1nbXRAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAL0

